[image: image1.jpg]Valley of Visions

L andscape Favtuevship Scheme





Get Out in the Gap

Valley of Visions Events, Walks and Talks 2009/10

Following on from a successful 2008 events programme, Valley of Visions is running an even more extensive programme of fantastic wildlife and heritage events, walks and talks in the Medway Gap this year. Details of many events and activities that our partners and local organisations are offering are also provided in this booklet. With such a mix of events, walks and talks on offer there is something for everyone. Take part and find out what the Medway Gap has to offer.
Booking is required on all events. Contact Valley of Visions: email mail@vov.kentdowns.org.uk, call 01634 242826 or book via our website www.valleyofvisions.org.uk
Get out in the Gap (GOIG) are introductory walks aimed at people new to or unfamiliar with the area and new to walking in the countryside. These walks, led by the site warden or ranger, are designed to give a taster of the many sites available to explore in the local area. If you require transport to be able to attend any of the GOIG events then please contact Valley of Visions.

Sites

Peters Pit Nature Reserve Guided Walk

Sun 14th June, 2pm, Peters Pit (Burham)

Join local industrial heritage enthusiast Jim Preston and the Kent Wildlife Trust site warden on this interesting guided walk around Peter’s Pit nature reserve and the surrounding area. Learn all about this old quarry and how it has become an important haven for wildlife. Approx 2 hours, 2.5 miles. Terrain: unpaved paths, some steps and stiles

Introduction to Ranscombe Farm (GOIG)
Wed 17th June, 10 – 1pm, Ranscombe Farm

Join the reserve warden on a gentle stroll around Ranscombe Farm, a nationally recognised site for its rich habitats and wildlife. The route will involve a 3 mile walk around the site incorporating some of the most interesting ecological and archaeological aspects of the site. There are no stiles but a couple of steep slopes are involved but level areas offered in between! 
Kite t Walk

Friars Guided Tour (GOIG)
Thurs 2nd July, 11am, Aylesford Priory

A fascinating guided tour around the Friars, an ancient religious house of the Order of the Carmelites dating back to the 13th Century. 1 hour tour, disabled access. 
Junior Ranger Club

Spin Along the Scarp (GOIG)
Sun 5th July, 10:30am, Blue Bell Hill picnic site

Join us for a gentle six mile off-road cycle ride taking in parts of the North Downs Way, descending through attractive woodland and enjoying dramatic views across the Medway Gap. This route is suitable for families or those new to off-road cycling. The majority of tracks are good quality, but some parts may prove a little more technical along with a few steep slopes. However, we can always get off and push and it’s always a good excuse to spend a bit longer looking at the view! Please make sure that your bike (preferably mountain) is in good working condition and you have your own safety helmet. 
Revealing Snodland’s Past – Snodland to Paddlesworth (GOIG)
Wed 8th July, 7pm, Snodland

Guided walk from Snodland to Paddlesworth by local expert Dr Andrew Ashbee from Snodland Historical Society. Admire and learn about the rich heritage and points of interest of the local area whilst enjoying being out and about in the local countryside. Terrain: footpaths and roads. 2 hours, maximum 3 miles. Meet at Snodland car park (Rocfort Road end, ME6 5NQ TQ 704617).

Reptile Discovery

Wed 15th July, 9:30am, Burham Down

Join the reserve warden on a guided walk looking for and learning about our wonderful reptiles. Approx 2 hours, 2.5 miles. Steep slopes, uneven tracks, kissing gates and steps. 

EVENTS

Introducing Leybourne Lakes Country Park (GOIG)
Wed 15th July, 2pm, Leybourne Lakes Country Park

A great opportunity to visit and learn about Leybourne Lakes Country Park on this relaxed introductory walk by the site ranger. Discover what lives at the site, its habitats and the work undertaken by rangers and volunteers to manage the site for both people and wildlife. The walk is along a hard surface around the park and is suitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 2 hours max. 
Bat Wal18 – Sun 19th Jul
Discover Riverside Country Park (GOIG)
Thurs 23rd July, 11am, Riverside Country Park

Join the ranger on a relaxed-pace guided walk around the site learning about the sights and sounds of the surrounding estuary area along the way. Paths are narrow in places with uneven terrain making the walk unsuitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 
Dormouse Discovery

Sun 26th July, 10am, Burham Down

A rare opportunity to get close to dormice by joining the reserve warden to check the dormouse boxes. Approx 2 hours, 1.5 miles. Terrain: steep slopes, uneven tracks, kissing gates and steps.

Introducing Jeskyns Community Woodland (GOIG)
Tues 28th July, 10am, Jeskyns

Join the ranger on an introductory guided walk and talk to show you how the Forestry Commission has taken inspiration from the past to create Jeskyns – a Community Woodland for the future. Meeting at main car park off Henhurst Road. 
Moth Madness

Westside: A Walk Along the North Downs Way

Sun 2nd Aug, 10am, Snodland to Cuxton

Join Valley of Visions on a walk along the North Downs Way from Snodland to Cuxton. Starting from Snodland railway station (TQ 707618) we will join the North Downs Way and follow the Halling –Trottiscliffe escarpment (a nationally important area for wildlife) to Ranscombe Farm, to see what wildlife’s about there. We will return to Snodland by train from Cuxton. Please bring a packed lunch and money for the train. Approx 10 miles, 4 hours.

Shorne Woods Country Park Discovery (GOIG)
Tues 4th Aug, 11am, Shorne Woods Country Park

Discover the delights that await the visitor at Shorne Woods Country Park on this guided walk around the site along the easy access trail. Enjoy the sights and sounds of the wildlife and landscapes and learn about how the site is managed for both wildlife and people. 1.5 hours along easy access trails. 
Flint Knapping

Wed 5th Aug, 10 – 12:30pm and 1:30pm – 4pm, Jubilee Hall (Upper Halling)

Learn how our ancestors used stone tools to survive through an exciting demonstration and workshop. Make your own flint knapping tool to take home. Minimum age 12 years. 
Fire Lighting

Thurs 6th Aug, 10 – 12:30pm and 1:30pm – 4pm, Tyland Barn

Exciting demonstration and workshop learning how to make fire using natural materials. Have a go and see if you can make fire! Minimum age 12 years.

Bushcraft Survival

Fri 7th Aug, 10 – 5pm, Tyland Barn

A great hands-on opportunity to learn bushcraft survival skills including how to make a tool out of flint, how to build a safe fire, foraged food and fire lighting techniques. Minimum age 12 years.

The History and Local Lore of Ranscombe

Sun 9th Aug, 10 – 1pm, Ranscombe Farm

This walk will be lead by local resident and volunteer warden Ken Law who has fascinating stories about the farm and village collected over the last 50 years. Booking required. Contact 01474 824180 or 07983 578201 or email ben.sweeney@plantlife.org.uk
Big Kite Festival

Friars Guided Tour

Tues 11th Aug, 2pm, Aylesford Priory

A fascinating guided tour around the Friars, an ancient religious house of the Order of the Carmelites dating back to the 13th Century. 1 hour tour, disabled access. 

EVENT4
Halling Fun Weekend 

Fri 21st – Sun 23rd Aug, Halling
The village of Halling will be holding a fun weekend on Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd of August. This will include live music events in the evenings, village heritage displays and walks during the day, and a Family Funday on the Sunday afternoon ending with a firework display. Full details are yet to be confirmed but for more information, or to become part of the activities, please call the Parish Council Office on 01634 241551 or Daryl Palmer on 07818 843202.
Bat Walk

Scarp Top Stroll (GOIG)
Wed 26th Aug, 7pm, Burham Down

Join Valley of Visions for a gentle six mile walk taking in parts of the North Downs Way, descending through attractive woodland, and enjoying dramatic views across the Medway Gap. The majority of paths are good quality with a few steep slopes thrown in! Meet at Blue Bell Hill picnic site. 
September

Culand Pits Guided Walk

Sun 6th Sept, 11am, Culand Pits

Join the Kent Wildlife Trust site warden and a member of Kent RIGS (Regionally Important Geological Sites group) on a guided walk around this disused quarry that has become a wonderful wildlife haven. Wonder at and enjoy the panoramic

views offered from Blue Bell Hill as well as learning about local heritage, geology, flora and fauna. Approx 2 hours, 2.5 miles. Terrain: unpaved paths, some steps and stiles, steep on the return leg. Meet at Blue Bell Hill picnic site. VENTS
Snodland Through History – part 1 (prehistory to 1800)

Wed 9th Sept, 7:30pm, Snodland

The first of two fascinating talks revealing the rich heritage of Snodland and the surrounding area by local expert Dr Andrew Ashbee. Learn about what Snodland used to be like and how and why it has changed over the years. The talk will be held in the upstairs room (Moyeuvre-Grande Suite) at Snodland Town Council offices,Waghorn Road ME6 5BQ. Please note there is no lift.
Ranscombe: a Working Farm

Sat 12th Sept, 1- 4pm, Ranscombe Farm (Cuxton)

Join the tenant farmer on a guided tour of Ranscombe. Find out how farming has shaped the landscape we see today and discover how modern arable production and nature conservation can work together. Meet at Ranscombe Farm car park.

Booking required. Contact 01474 824180 or 07983 578201 or email ben.sweeney@plantlife.org.uk

17

A Magnificent Megalith – Coldrum Stones

Sun 13th Sept, 2pm, Coldrum Stones (Trosley)

A fantastic opportunity to learn about the history and significance of the Coldrum Stones – one of the mysterious and little understood megaliths found in the Medway valley area. Led by Kent County Council heritage team. Narrow path, uneven terrain and stile to access the site.

Junior Ranger Club

Exploring Strange Lands: the Medway Valley Prehistoric Landscapes Project

Tues 15th Sept, 7:30pm, Snodland

The Medway megaliths, consisting of at least six stone-built Neolithic tombs, have long been a mysterious, much-debated but little-understood feature of the Medway valley landscape. This talk by Paul Garwood, Birmingham University lecturer in

Prehistory, will describe what we know about these enigmatic structures, including the results of new fieldwork, and what they tell us about the strange and unfamiliar cultural worlds of early farming communities six thousand years ago. Talk is being held in the main hall at Holmesdale Technology College (Malling Road ME6 5HS). 
Snodland Through History – part 2 (1800 to present)

Thurs 17th Sept, 7:30pm, Snodland

The second of two fascinating talks revealing the rich heritage of Snodland and the surrounding area by local expert Dr Andrew Ashbee. Learn about what Snodland used to be like and how and why it has changed over the years. The talk will be held in the downstairs room at Snodland Town Council offices, Waghorn Road ME6 5BQ.

Valley

Beyond Ranscombe

Sun 20th Sept, 10am, Ranscombe Farm

Join the Ranscombe warden for an extended tour of the reserve and its neighbouring countryside. See how Ranscombe fits into an exciting new network of countryside sites from Medway to Gravesend and find out what has been going on at nearby places like Cobham Hall and the Darnley Mausoleum. 7 miles, approx 3.5 hours at a relaxed pace. Meet at Ranscombe Farm car park. 
Kent Goes Wild: Sat 26th – Su7th Sept, Mote ParkENTS
Cementing the Past – Industrial Heritage in the Medway Gap

Tues 20th Oct, 7:30pm, Aylesford Community Centre

Discover and learn about the rich industrial heritage of the Medway Gap from local enthusiast and expert Jim Preston. Learn about the various cement, paper and brick industries of the Medway Gap’s industrial past that have shaped the landscape we see today. 
Half Term Activity Trail

Night Skywatch – Autumn (GOIG)
Sun 25th Oct, 7pm, Blue Bell Hill Picnic Site

When the skies are clear, have you ever wondered what you are looking at in the night sky? This workshop will provide the answers as we explore the wonders of the night skies, as well as giving an introduction to small telescopes, binoculars and their use. Approx 2 hours. Minimum age 10 years. Please bring a torch covered with a red film (such as a plastic red folder) as this enables you to still find your way but not affect your ‘night eyes’. Wear warm clothes. 
England’s Past for Everyone: The Medway Towns Project

Wed 18th Nov, 8pm, Halling Community Centre

A fully illustrated talk which will explore the history of the Medway Towns between 1550 and 1900. Hear about the exciting new research done by a group of local volunteers who have been working with Dr Sandra Dunster from the University of Greenwich to produce a new paperback book.

EVENTS

Woodlands in Winter
Sun 22nd Nov, 10am, Holly Hill & Ladd’s Farm

Help us celebrate National Tree Week! We will be looking out for interesting trees in the fantastic woodlands above Upper Halling and seeing if we can identify them without their leaves?! Meet at Holly Hill public open space car park TQ 669629.

Approx 3 miles, 2 hours. Some steep slopes and stiles. 
The Rise and Fall of the Cement Industry on the River Medway

Thurs 26th Nov, 7.30pm, Wouldham Village Hall

A fascinating insight into the world of the cement industry. Hear about why it came to exist in the Medway valley, the importance of this industry for the local area and how the cement industry has become an important part of the heritage of the Medway Gap as well as playing a role in its future.

Observing Meteors and Skywatch

Sat 12th Dec, 7pm, Ranscombe Farm

Around Christmas is the best time for observing meteor showers. Spectacular shows are predicted for 12th December. Why not come along and observe these fascinating meteor showers and learn all about them and the night sky – a gentle respite from the seasonal chaos! Please bring a torch covered with a red film (such as a red plastic folder) as this enables you to still find your way but not affect your ‘night eyes’. Approx 2 hours. Minimum age 10 years. Wear warm clothes.

The Sights & Sounds of Holborough Marsh

Wed 6th Jan, 11am, Holborough Marsh

Come and enjoy the sights and sounds of Holborough Marsh on a guided walk led by Kent Wildlife Trust. Learn about marshes, what wildlife they support and why they’re such an important and often undervalued habitat. Also learn about the management work undertaken by the reserve warden and volunteers to conserve this site for people and wildlife. Uneven terrain, narrow paths, kissing gates and likely to be a little boggy at this time of year! 
Burham Marsh Guided Walk

Sun 10th Jan, 10:30am, Burham Marsh

Come and enjoy the sights and sounds of Burham Marsh on a guided walk led by Kent Wildlife Trust. Learn about marshes, what wildlife they support and why they’re such an important habitat. Uneven terrain, narrow paths and likely to be a little boggy at this time of year! 
Friars Guided Tour

Wed 20th Jan, 11am, Aylesford Priory

A fascinating guided tour around the Friars, an ancient religious house of the Order of the Carmelites dating back to the 13th Century. 1 hour tour, disabled access. 
Night Skywatch – Winter
Wed 20th Jan, 7pm, Blue Bell Hill Picnic Site

When the skies are clear, have you ever wondered what you are looking at in the night sky? This workshop will provide the answers as we explore the wonders of the night skies, as well as giving an introduction to small telescopes, binoculars and

their use. Please bring a torch covered with a red film (such as a red plastic folder) as this enables you to still find your way but not affect your ‘night eyes’. Approx 2 hours. Minimum age 10 years. Wear warm clothes. 
2010

Winter Wonderland

Wed 10th Feb, 10am, Burham Down

Guided walk around the beautiful chalk hills of the North Downs with the reserve warden. Discover and identify wildlife and habitats in winter whilst enjoying the panoramic views offered from this wonderful site. Approx 2 hours, 2.5 miles. Steep slopes, uneven tracks, kissing gates and steps in places. Meet at Blue Bell Hill picnic site TQ 744 622.

Surviving the Ice Ages: Early Man in the Medway Valley

Sat 13th Feb, 11:30am, Rochester Guildhall Museum

Come and discover the intriguing Palaeolithic heritage of the Medway area by expert Dr Francis Wenban-Smith. Opportunity to handle fascinating artefacts. 
Mar 2010

Revealing Snodland’s Past – Snodland to Holborough Marsh

Sun 7th March, 2pm, Snodland

Join local expert Dr Andrew Ashbee from Snodland Historical Society on a guided walk offering a fascinating insight into the rich heritage of Snodland and the surrounding area. Listen out for sights and sounds of wildlife at Holborough Marsh whilst enjoying views of the local countryside along the way. Terrain: footpaths (narrow in places) and roads with kissing gates in Holborough Marsh. 2 hours, maximum of 3 miles. Meet at Snodland car park (Rocfort Road end, ME6 5NQ TQ 704617).

Night Skywatch – Spring

Thurs 18th March, 7pm, Ranscombe Farm

When the skies are clear, have you ever wondered what you are looking at in the night sky? This workshop will provide the answers as we explore the wonders of the night skies, as well as giving an introduction to small telescopes, binoculars and

their use. Please bring a torch covered with a red film (such as a red plastic folder) as this enables you to still find your way but not affect your ‘night eyes’. Approx 2 hours. Minimum age 10 years. Wear warm clothes. 

