Calor Village of the Year® - 2009
Judges’ Feedback to Villages form 
	Village   Burham


	County   Kent


	Region   Southern


	Villages have told us that they appreciate feedback from the judges and the purpose of this form is to meet this request.  At the same time it is intended to convey an appreciation of the village’s work and commitment, and carry a positive message that can give direction for the future.  There is no template of a perfect village: the judges look to see how communities are making the best of what is available to them, and how they are meeting their challenges.



	Category 1. Community – a better place to live
· We were welcomed to the village by a well-learnt couple of songs, sung by children from the Primary School – a  lovely greeting.

· Burham is an incredible and resourceful village that, over the years, has done so much to improve the community, including raising substantial funds from sales of land and recycling, to build their village hall and finance many other projects that benefit everyone.  When they had the opportunity, they purchased and restored the old school and converted it into a second, well-used community centre.

· In addition to the nursery and primary schools, there are plenty of activities for the youngsters including a couple of youth clubs (one with its own dedicated building), two dance schools and the impressive Burham Football Club (BFC).  
· Resurrected in 2003 from a club formed years ago for adults, BFC now has 11 teams competing and winning in local leagues.  In just five years one of the teams went from scoring only 3 goals to 93 against them in the season to winning their league!  What an achievement and all due to the skills of the players and dedication of the volunteers who help run it.  The club is now planning the purchase of a new, flatter pitch and adding cricket and bowling teams.  None of this could have been achieved without the full support of the community.
· The older residents are well catered for with the Burham Short Mat Bowls Club, the Women’s Institute (celebrating their 25th anniversary recently), Burham Music Hall (with sell-outs every time), Pure Fitness and Dance, the Burham Outings and Social Group and the weekly Community Club to name but a few.
· The two active churches worship together and provide a wealth of activities to suit people’s needs, e.g. recently they have started a book club.  Problems are picked up via the grapevine and acted upon sensitively.  They provide transport and a monthly Country Lunch.  

· The Recreation Ground is a well-maintained and valuable asset to the village incorporating a multi-games area, a toddlers’ play area, a substantial skate ramp and a teen shelter.  It has recently had disabled access installed.

	Category 2.  Business – a better place to work
· Burham did particularly well in this category.  It was impressive to find that so many businesses were prepared to give up their time in demonstrating their contribution to the village at the presentation.  Jill and Jim’s village store brought a cross-section of their products as did Frost’s Service Station and Vale Bakery.  All this was in addition to farms, restaurants and pubs employing a number of local people.

· Street Farm Livery and Stables established a substantial business in 1997 and it has become the base for many Maidstone Riding Club activities and some substantial environmental improvements.  

· Arkadia, the local accountancy firm has proved to be a viable business carrying out a considerable amount of work for local businesses and charities.  The owner, deeply involved in the community life of the village, is putting together a village interest directory to demonstrate the colossal amount of enterprise going on.  
· Pro-logic, a distribution lighting firm, employs people from the village who have been out-of-work and has retrained them to become valuable employees.


	Category 3. Sustainability – a better future 
Everything possible is being done to make full use of the village’s resources: 

· There is a large recycling site in the centre of the village owned by the parish, the proceeds of which provide additional facilities for the community.

· The local school provides lessons on the environment.  Year 5 is clearing out a pond.  Other years have been building bird feeders, a hide and a greenhouse.  

· The 40 allotments in the centre of the village are, nowadays, sought after.

· Local materials and produce are available in the retail outlets and the Kent Wildlife Trust uses local materials for their projects on Burham Down.

· With the voluntary support of the local community, there is a huge amount of work being done by the Kent Wildlife Trust in preserving the precious flora and fauna of the area and managing Burham Down, the SSSIs and marshland.
· There is a redundant church on the edge of the village.  This may well be reopened to serve the proposed new community.  



	Category 4. Communications - being in contact
· Burham utilises to the full all the standard communications: the parish magazine, the village notice boards and their own website.  The parish magazine covers both Burham and Wouldham and gives loads of information including dates of events and contacts.  It advertises local businesses enabling people to support their local economy.  
· New villagers are given a useful, recently produced, loose-leaf booklet, again with masses of local information including contact details.  

· The local authority, Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council print a quarterly newspaper, which features local villages.  Burham is featured in the Winter 2008 edition and its description gives a detailed account of this stunning village.
· The village shares, with two other villages, a Community Warden who is funded by Kent County Council.  An ex-policeman, he has become the ‘eyes and ears’ of the village and provides the feel of security that people need.
· The village is about to be substantially increased with 1000 new houses being built in Peter’s Pit Quarry.  Although controversial, the villagers are doing all they can to nullify its affect on them with an action group is campaigning for improved access.  Trenport, the developer, has set up a help-line for villagers.

	Note to Judges:
Please type up this form and email it directly to the Competition Co-ordinator.  Hand written forms are not acceptable.
Note to villages: 

Congratulations!  By entering the Calor Village of the Year ® competition you have demonstrated a vibrant community spirit.  The competition aims to strengthen rural communities.
The views expressed are the agreed personal views of the judges and do not necessarily reflect those of Calor Gas Ltd.
















